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My project for CTE 792 is to create a paperless classroom.  I teach physical science, biology, advanced biology, chemistry, and physics at Chester Area School, located in Chester SD.  We are a very rural community with 119 students in the high school.  Our school system is lucky enough to be part of the laptop initiative this year.  Each of our high school students currently has a tablet pc, as well as all of our teachers.  Each classroom is also equipped with SmartBoards also. I feel very fortunate to be a part of such an important, educational project.  Up to this point, I have not used the computers to the extent that I would like to.   I have decided to try to create a paperless classroom for both of my freshman Physical Science classes.  I choose this class because they will be able to grow and adjust with me throughout the next 4 years.  I will have these students in Biology next year, Chemistry the following year, and Physics their senior year.  
I presented my students with a “Needs Assessment” survey this week.  I have attached a copy of the questions that I asked them.  The class consists of 29 students, 16 males and 15 females.  I did not have them mark their paper as to whether or not they were male or female, and now looking back on it, I wish I would have.  There is a wide variety of academic abilities in this class, ranging from an overall average grade of 60% to 98%.  An average of 65% is required to pass my class.  I think this will be an excellent group to work with because they enjoy using their tablets and they are excited to learn new things with them.  Now it is my responsibility to make this a successful learning experience for them.

After studying the results of my survey, I have learned that most students are very comfortable using Microsoft Word.  Therefore, I will require most of my daily assignments to be completed in Microsoft Word.  I want to make the transition to a paperless classroom as simple as possible to begin with.  I will use mini-lessons to teach my students how I want them to send information to me, and also to help them understand how to upload information that I have sent them.  The one area that most students were unfamiliar with was the discussion forum.  At this point, I do not plan to use discussions until we are more comfortable with the basics.  Discussion forums are definitely more important for classes that do not see each other face to face.  We are in direct contact on a daily basis, so we will concentrate on getting information from teacher to student and back to the teacher again to be graded.  The other area that the students lack confidence in, according to my survey, was being able to check their grades.  I will definitely need to help them become more familiar with that task.  Overall, the “Needs Assessment” survey was very informative for me and helps me decide where to start my project.

My goal for this project is to get all of the assignments, quizzes, and tests uploaded to WebCT so that my students will be able to access them as needed.  This will require a great amount of time on my part.  I hope to start with the daily assignments.  By putting them on WebCT, my students will be able to get their assignments even when they are at home.  They shouldn’t have the excuse that they forgot it.  Also if they are at home sick, they will have the ability to see what we are doing in class for the day.  Next, I hope to upload my quizzes to WebCT.  When they finish the quiz, they will simply send them to me.  I can then grade them and return them to the students without ever having to print out the quiz.  Finally, I would like to be able to put my tests on WebCT.  This is scary for me at this point, but I know that it can be done.  I feel that this is important for me to do, because we are expected by our administration to be using the tablets for more than just a word processor.  I feel that I need some additional training in the area of WebCT, but this class will definitely allow me to pursue my idea of becoming a paperless classroom.  Because I am not very confident in my computer skills, I am very thankful to be taking this class where I know I can get the help that I need.  My goal is to become paperless, but I also realize that this is not going to happen overnight.  
The community in which I live and teach is very supportive of our school system.  When we were accepted to be a part of the Laptop initiative, we decided to have parent/student meetings.  These meeting were held before the school year started.  Out of the 119 students enrolled in our high school, 113 students along with one or both of their parents attended the one-time meeting.  The other 6 students had all called the school and made alternate plans ahead of time.  This type of support is also evident in the community members that do not have children in school.  Although there are some people who are concerned with the use of computers in the classroom, we definitely have the support of our community.  Now it is our job as employees of Chester Area School to show them how important these computers are to the educational success of our students.  By incorporating technology into my own classroom, I will be able to help prove to the community why we need to continue to update our technology.
Needs Assessment Questionnaire

Creating a Paperless Classroom

9th Grade Physical Science

5= very knowledgeable

3 = Average knowledge

                                                           1= No knowledge

How comfortable are you with using WebCT?
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4
5

How comfortable are you with using Microsoft 
1
2
3
4
5
           One Note?

How comfortable are you with using Journal 
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4
5
Writer?

How comfortable are you with Microsoft Word?
1
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4
5

How comfortable are you with Downloading

1
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4
5
files in WebCT?

How comfortable are you with Uploading

1
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3
4
5
files in WebCT?

How comfortable are you with submitting 

1
2
3
4
5
assignments through WebCT?

How comfortable are you with using the 

1
2
3
4
5
discussion forums in WebCT?

How comfortable are you with using e-mail

1
2
3
4
5
through WebCT?

How comfortable are you with finding out your
1
2
3
4
5
grades through WebCT?

