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For my Multicultural concept map, I chose to use a flower with petals, a picket fence, and a sun.  In my mind, a multicultural classroom is a beautiful, happy place, where everyone feels welcome, accepted, and safe.  The flower represents the areas in which discrimination could occur.  These are the main areas that we need to be aware of and make sure that our classroom is treating everyone equally – including me as the teacher.  Albert Einstein has a quote that reads “Setting an example is not the main means of influencing another; it is the only means”.  We need to make sure we are setting a good example for our students.


The sun in my concept map represents the ways we can ensure a multicultural classroom is emerging.  Student centered learning is the initial way to start moving in the right direction.  By having students as the center of focus in a classroom, they are more likely to feel important.  Each of the other rays of sunshine represent terms that need to be upheld in a multicultural classroom.  The most difficult area for me is the self-critiquing that is necessary to continue to grow and improve our educational system.


The picket fence represents the support system.  A multicultural classroom involves more than just what happens between the 4 walls of my classroom.  Students need to feel safe and protected.  This can be accomplished by involving family, other school personnel, coaches, peers, and the community.  With support and encouragement coming from these other areas, a successful multicultural classroom can emerge.


In designing my concept map, I made sure that each of these three images was touching each other.  I believe that each of these ideas is connected to each of the other ideas.  If any one of these images was eliminated, it would take away an important aspect in a student’s education.  To create a truly successful multicultural classroom, we need to understand all of the differences among our students and make sure everyone is getting an equal education.
(Concept Map is on next page)
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