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Curriculum of Place Unit
Health Fair – Adv. Bio.
Philosophy/rationale:


The Advanced Biology class of Chester Area School will be providing the community of Chester with a Health Fair.  My rationale for doing this activity is to inform the community of the importance of good health throughout their lifetime.  We will be meeting the following South Dakota Standards for Life science: 9-12.N.1.1, 9-12.N.2.1, 9-12.N.2.2, 9-12.L.1.1, 9-12.L.1.3, 9-12.L.2.1, 9-12.L.2.2, 9-12.S.1.1, and 9-12.S.1.2. 
Background:


The Advanced Biology class in Chester consists of 13 students.  Eight of the students are female, and 5 are male.  All of these students are seniors in high school.  The Health Fair will be made available to the entire high school which includes 120 students as well as the community.  Chester Area consists of the communities of Chester, Franklin, and Wentworth.  This is a very rural community.

Project Goals and Outcomes:
1. Students will know the organs and their functions of the following systems of the human body:  skeletal, muscular, respiratory, digestive, and cardiovascular.

2. Students will become familiar with the disorders and diseases of theses various systems of the body.

3. Students will have the opportunity to interview a health care professional.
4. Students will learn to work cooperatively within a group to create a booth with written information and visual aides.

5. Students will be using their communication skills when calling and interviewing their health care professionals.

Lesson Goals:

1. Students will use pre, during, and post reading activities to read their anatomy text books more efficiently.

2. Students will use graphic organizers to better organize their notes.

3. Students will use mnemonic devices to help learn the parts of the systems of the body.

Nurturant Goals:

1. Students will think logically

2. Student will have a spirit of inquiry

3. Student will gain self-esteem

4. Students will have self-understanding

5. Students will have some independence

Assessment:

This project will be a semester long activity.  Throughout the semester we will be performing a variety of assessments.  There will be rubrics created by the students to evaluate the different parts of the project.  They will also be doing a self evaluation and a group evaluation.  I will have a few community members evaluate the information at each of the booths and complete a rubric for each group.  These assessments along with the quizzes and written tests within each chapter will determine their learning.

Technology:

Throughout this project, my students and I will be using PowerPoint presentations to present important information.  We will also be using the SmartBoard in our classroom to inform the class of various websites that contain pertinent information.  We will be able to have a slide show or PowerPoint presentation available at our booths for the Health Fair as well.

Choice:

As we proceed through the various parts of this project, my students will be given many choices.  They will be allowed to choose their partners for the Health Fair.  They will also be given the choice of which system of the body they would like to further research.  Once these decisions are made, they will be able to decide how to present this information to the public.  They can use Posters as their visual aides, or their own personally created PowerPoint presentations.  They will chose their health care professional, and they will be responsible for contacting that person and setting up a time to interview, and make sure that the date of the Fair works for their professionals’ schedule.
Community:

The Health fair will be advertised in the school newsletter as well as in the local newspapers.  The students will be responsible for making up flyers as well.  During the Health Fair, we will be taking pictures to be used in the newsletter and local newspapers to show its success to the public.

Community of Learners:

Various health care professionals will be helping us understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle throughout life.  We will be presenting this information to the high school and the Chester Area community including Chester, Franklin, and Wentworth.  We are fortunate to have a variety of health care workers within our community.  I feel that this will be a good opportunity for them to share their knowledge not only with our class, but also with our community.
5 Lessons:


Attached

Lesson #1:
Goals/objectives:


Organize the parts of the body into the proper system of the body.

Activity:   Inductive Lesson


I will be presenting my Advanced Biology students with note cards containing various parts of the human body.  They will include parts from each of the following systems of the body:  skeletal, muscular, respiratory, digestive, and cardiovascular.  They will not be told how many groups to put them into.  I will first ask them to read each card and identify the part.  Then they will need to try to look for similarities and differences and begin to categorize them.  Once they have them categorized, I will ask them to put titles of their categories and present their categories to the class.  

Lesson #2:
Goals/objectives:


Be able to use and Advance organizer to create organized notes.

Activity:  Advanced Organizer


I will create an Advance Organizer of the “Systems of the Human Body”.  I will start with the top being the most general and continue to the bottom of the chart where the information will be more detailed.  The advance organizer will contain 5 systems of the human body, including:  skeletal, muscular, digestive, respiratory, and cardiovascular systems.  Under each system, will be the organs and under each organ will be the function of that organ.  This will help the students see how each of these systems works together to support the human body. 

Lesson #3:
Goals/objectives:

The students will be able to create their own mnemonic device for learning the bones of the body.  
Activity:  Memorization Activity (mnemonics)


The students will be able to create their own mnemonic to learn the bones of the body.  They may choose to create 2 or 3 different learning mnemonics, or they can make up 1 long verse.  After they have created their learning verse, they will create a visual aid to accompany their verse.
They will be required to present their mnemonic to the class.  The students will choose their own partners for this activity.  
Lesson #4:
Goals/objectives:


The students will create a learning environment in the form of a booth at the “Health Fair”.
Activity:  Presentation


The students will present the community with researched information on their system of the body.  This may be in the form of a PowerPoint presentation, or other types of visual aides. 

Lesson #5:
Goals/objectives:


The students will become familiar with the disorders and diseases associated with the various systems of the body.

Activity:  Direct Instruction


I will be presenting a few of the disorders and diseases that can be associated with the various systems of the body.  The students will then further research the diseases and disorders for the particular system that they will be presenting to the community.  These disorders and diseases will be presented in the form of a written booklet that will be available at their booth at the Health Fair.

Curriculum of Place Unit

Partner Share – 5 Core Propositions

My Curriculum of Place Unit is to provide the community with a Health Fair.  The community will be invited to attend and visit several booths throughout the morning.  My Advanced Biology students will be divided up into groups and will be responsible for one of the systems of the body. They will provide the community with a booth of information that they have learned throughout the semester as well as have a health care professional available at their booth to answer questions for the public.  The students will interview their professional and have written information available also.

1. Teachers are committed to students and their learning:
I have always felt that students should be treated with respect.  It is also important to give students some flexibility and a feeling that they really do make a difference in my classroom.  By allowing them to help make up some of the rules in the classroom and help make the rubrics for different projects they seem to take more ownership.  Throughout my Curriculum of Place Project, I will be working together with my students to create the guidelines and rubrics for the different parts.

2. Teachers know the subjects they teach and how to teach those subjects to students.

My Curriculum of Place project is to put on a Health fair for the community.  I have a strong understanding of the systems of the body, and the diseases and disorders that are associated with those systems.  We will learn the parts of each system individually, and then following up with a “Disease and Wellness” unit that will be very helpful when setting up our Health Fair.  I will incorporate as many real life examples as possible and allow my students to discuss any real life experiences that they may have with any of the systems of the body.

3. Teachers are responsible for managing and monitoring student learning.

Throughout this project, I will be setting and stating the goals for the particular parts.  I will also be monitoring my students for their individual understanding by asking my students questions as they work, or with written quizzes and tests.  We will also be working in groups on many of the parts of this project.  We will be doing self assessments as well as peer/partner assessments.  The students will be creating rubrics and following those guidelines.  At the end of the project, we will be interviewing healthcare professionals and asking for their help in further understanding the different problems that can arise within our bodies.

4. Teachers think systematically about their practice and learn from experience.

As my students and I proceed through this project for the first time, we will be constantly monitoring the success of the different parts.  I will be asking myself (on a daily basis):  Were the students involved?  Was the information presented clearly and were the objectives met?  Can the students tell me what they learned?  What adjustments can I make to make this a better learning experience for my students?  When doing a project for the first time, I think it is especially important to constantly monitor how I am teaching the information.  My students will also be involved in this process by letting me know what we could have done differently.  I will be giving them the opportunity to assess the project anonymously.  

5. Teachers are members of learning communities.

Throughout this project, I will constantly be seeking the advice and expertise of health care personnel either personally, or though the internet.  We have several community members who are involved in different aspects of health care and hopefully they will be great resources for my students as well as for me as we proceed towards the Health Fair.  

Share Session Comments:


Points I found interesting from Velda Schneider

1. I liked how she was going to give the students the choice of how to present their information and the use of PowerPoints

2. I liked how she was going to look for gaps and help the students fill those gaps, and also how she was going to present them with websites to help them.

3. I also think it is very important to constantly monitor students as they work on the internet to keep them on task.

4. I liked how Velda is going to use a KWL chart at the beginning to check for prior knowledge and then build on that.

5. I liked how she had a large variety of ways that she was going to get her information out to the public.
