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Andy Skunberg and I created a multicultural science bulletin board.   Our bulletin board is on display between our two rooms, in the hallway of Chester Area School.  Our bulletin board will be available to all 7th – 12th grade students on a daily basis. We chose to display scientists from different ethnic backgrounds to reinforce the idea that we are all important in the world of science.  The bulletin board includes males as well as females also, to encourage girls to take higher level science classes in our school.  Everyone in the world has unique ideas and we need to support and encourage our students to share their ideas with others.  Who knows, maybe some day one of our students will become a famous inventor or scientist.

I asked my Advanced Biology students to research a scientist, or inventor of their choice.  The only requirement was that each inventor needed to be from a different ethnic background.  As they decided on who to learn more about, they put their scientist/inventors name and ethnic background on the board so we did not duplicate.  For their assignment, they needed to include a picture and a brief description of who their scientist was and what their discovery or invention was.  Following this class period, my students presented their scientist/inventor to Mr. Skunberg’s Life Science class.  They discussed the importance of scientists sharing their ideas with the rest of the world.  The internet has created an endless supply of information for scientists to build upon.
This bulletin board helped persuade me into including discussions of multiculturalism in my classroom.  Students became more interested in who discovered what, and where they originated from.  We discussed the fact that many different ethnic backgrounds made important discoveries, and that no culture is any better than the next.  We are all the same, but we are different.  Sometimes we are oblivious to other cultures, and we need to be reminded that everyone is important in the big picture.  We all work together and share our ideas to make a better world for everyone.
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